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     PowerPoint, Excel, KidPix…Ridge-
wood’s third graders are busy using 
technology.  Darla Clark’s students did 
a volcano project when they studied 
landforms.  The students drew a vol-
cano in KidPix, then labeled and de-
scribed the different parts.  They also 
created solar system PowerPoints dur-
ing their study of the planets.  The stu-
dents picked the planet that was most 
interesting to them and created a slide-
show of this planet.  They had to tell 
about their planet, insert a picture from 
the Internet, change the background, 
and change the fonts in their slideshow.   
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Railie- “I like the computer lab because we do learning.com” 
Mikayla- “I like getting to visit fun websites.” 

Kyle- “I like the computer lab because we get to play fun games.” 

     When Angie Melancon’s students learned about graphs in 
math, she had them decide on a topic they would like to collect 
data on.  Then, they surveyed several first grade classes to find 
out what their favorite holidays were.  Once their data was col-
lected, they used Excel to create a bar graph (which they 
learned in math), a line graph (which they learned in social stud-
ies) and a pie graph.  The students had a lot of fun doing this 
activity.   
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“We are currently working on technology specifi-
cations for the proposed bond proposal.  We have 
reviewed other school districts and have met with 
the Technology Task Force to receive input from 
the committee.  A  WAN upgrade will be included 
for the district as well as network upgrades to ex-
isting campuses.”  Dale Fontenot 

Senior Adult Computer Classes are Back! 

Lynne James, retired PNMS princi-
pal, may be retired, but she contin-
ues to help us at PN-GISD!  Lynne 
will be teaching beginner evening 
senior adult  technology classes 
offered by the PN-GISD Technol-
ogy Department  beginning mid-
February  for residents of PN-GISD.  
The class is intended for the older 
individual (but young at heart) that 
might be interested in learning 
about the computer, Internet, e-mail 

and word processing. The cost is 
$50, and will be held one night a 
week for five weeks.   If you know 
anyone that might be interested 
and lives within the PN-GISD 
school district, please ask them to 
call the Technology Department 
at 962-4268 ext. 5516.  Informa-
tion is also posted on our district 
information Channel 7 and on our 
district homepage. 

Technology and the Proposed Bond After-School Training and Technology Bucks 

The PN-GISD after-school technology class schedule has 
been published and is posted at www.pngisd.org/pages/
techhome.htm by clicking on the Training Link for Spring 
2007. All classes earn technology bucks which will be 
“spent” later this spring.   

Introducing...Jason Michalk 

The newest member of the PN-G technology staff is Jason Michalk!  Ja-
son was hired in October as a district technician. Jason,  a ‘96 PN-G 
graduate, comes to us from Southeast Texas Title and Port Arthur Ab-
stract where he was their IT/computer technician.  Jason has already 
been instrumental in helping us respond to repair tickets in a more timely 
manner!  Welcome back to PN-G, Jason! 

Gigaman is Coming! Currently, the high school has a T1 line which runs 1.5 Mbps (megabytes per second) 
bandwidth (data transfer speed).  That T1 will soon be replaced with a 1 Gbps con-
nection (gigabyte per second) in order to accommodate the new Skyward Educator 
Access package coming next fall...increased speed is on its way!! 


